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Women engineers inspire §TCC students
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Community College, but she
felt at home at the Society of
Women Engineers annual
conference.

Gu, of Springfield, was one
of eight STCC students who
traveled to Austin, Texas, for
the SWE conference to join
14,000 attendees, including
college students, academic
women and professional
women.

“It’s awesome,” said Gu,

a computer science student
who spoke from the STCC
campus after returning from
the conference. “You see a lot
of women engineers there.
You feel like you are not
alone. It’s very exciting.”

Another computer science
student who attended, Darya
Bandarchuk, of West Spring-
field, loved the opportunity to
meet women who are inter-
ested in engineering. “It was
great. It was my second time
going to a SWE conference.
There are not a lot of events
like the SWE conference. You
get completely immersed in
engineering. You get to go to
a career fair, which is a great
opportunity,” she said.

The conference, which was
held in October, is billed as
the world’s largest conference
and career fair for women in
engineering and technology.
STCC prepares students for
careers in the STEM fields -
science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics.

“As a technical community
college, but also as a ‘STEMi-
nist’ institution, I am thrilled
our students had the oppor-
tunity to attend this import-
ant conference,” said STCC
President John B. Cook.

Beth McGinnis-Cavanaugh,
professor of physics and engi-
neering at STCC and the SWE
faculty advisor, helpegl raise
money to bring a contingent
of students and three faculty
and staff to the conference.
She said STCC was better
represented than any other
community college in the

country.

opportunity to attend work-
shops and meet with major
employers from technology
companies such as Google,
Amazon and Texas Instru-
ments, among others. STCC
students who want to transfer
after receiving their two-year
associate degree were able

to meet with representatives
from four-year engineering
programs.

STCC students participat-
ed in presentations at the
conference. McGinnis-Cava-
naugh’s presentation focused
on a proposal to form a SWE

network among the 15 Massa-

chusetts community colleges.
STCC staff member Isabel
Huff presented on gender
stereotypes that can hold
women back from pursuing
careers in STEM.

“They’re exposed to
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Eight Springfield Techni-
cal Community College
students, including, at left,

computer science students
Darya Bandarchuk, left, and
Clair Yiting Gu, traveled to
Austin, Texas, for the Society
of Women Engineers annual
conference in October.
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country, mainly from four-
year schools,” said McGinn-
is-Cavanaugh. “They’re also
exposed to a lot of profession-
al women and professionals
who are there recruiting.
They have a huge career fair.
They do on-site interviews
and resume reviews. For our
students, it’s great exposure.
They don’t generally have
these kinds of opportunities.”
- While the employers
were mainly looking tohire
students graduating with
four-year degrees, STCC
students received a tremen-

 dous opportunity to practice

interview skills, obtain feed-

back on their r umes and

chat with profés”sgoﬁals inthe
field, McGinnis-Cavanaugh /anaugh
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are eager to hire qualified
women.

SWE, a national profession-
al society for women in en-
gineering and related STEM
fields, supports collegiate
sections nationally and in-
ternationally. STCC is one of
only 14 community colleges
in the country affiliated with
SWE. The chapter, formed
in 2014, comprises about 20
women majoring in engineer-

ing and science transfer and
engineering technologies.
“It was an unbelievable

- event, and it was great that

the college supported their
trip,” McGinnis-Cavana
 said. “We had at least on‘:gh
- student who had neverbeen |
on a plane before. To have an i
opportunity to visit a city like |
Austin, whichisarealtech |
* hub, and then be with 14,000 |
- women who are in STEM, is !
pretty incredible”
Interested in applying to ap

23 engineering or other pProgram

at STCC? Visit stec.edy g
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