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SPRINGFIELD

STCC will offer free tax prep

The program serviced over
135 returns during its first year
and the number increased
to over 740 returns last year,
said Leona Ittleman, dean of
the School of Business and
Information Technologies. As
aresult, the program - now in
its fifth year at the college - re-
turned more than $1.6 million
in refunds and savings to the
surrounding community.

Starting Jan. 24, Springfield
Technical Community Col-
lege will once again offer free
income tax filing assistance
for low- to moderate-income
taxpayers.

The Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance program will help
students and community res-
idents prepare and file basic
federal and state tax returns.
Tax help will be available by
appointment from Jan. 24 Because of relationships
through April 14. with various financial literacy

IRS-trained volunteers from initiatives, one of the advan-
the community, including tages of filing taxes at STCC
students, are certified to help  is that clients can be referred
filers prepare and securely to additional state and federal
submit their returns electroni- resources as well as local

cally. Volunteers are members community services. One of ¢
of the Massachusetts Tax the program’s goals is to help
Assistance Coalitionand can  students overcome economic
also prepare taxes for Con- barriers, continue with their
necticut and other surround-  education and move toward
ing states. economic mobility.
Administered through “While this program is open
the School of Business and to the community at large,
Information Technologies, STCC students are especially
the service is available toarea encouraged to use this re-
residents who make lessthan  source to have their taxes pre-
$54,000 a year, including tax- pared,” Cummings said. “We
payers who are disabled, el- want to help improve (stu-
derly or have limited English. dents’) school-life balance. If

The program will help filers you're a student, contact us

claim all available tax credits  for an appointment and let us

including the Earned Income  help you check another task

Tax Credit, child tax credit off your list.”

and education credits. Appointments are available

“Through VITA, filerswill =~ Wednesdays through Fridays,

get their refund just as fast 12:30 to 3:30 p.m., and Sat-

as they would if they went urdays, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The

to a commercial tax prepa- VITA office is in Scibelli Hall
ration company,” said Janet  (Building 2), Room 414.
Cummings, site coordinator. “It’s a friendly atmosphere,”
“It can often costasmuchas  Cummings said. “It’s a place
$200t0 $300 to have anout-  to go where people will un-

derstand what folks are going
through. There’s no sales
promotion, no pressure. We’re

side company prepare a fam-
ily’s taxes, but our program
is free, so there’s significant

savings.” just here to help them do their
SPRINGFIELD for others, will offer informa-
Grandkids due? tion about current labor and

delivery, infant feeding, and
Baystate Medical Center safety practices. There will
willl offer a class for grandpar- also be a discussion of the role
ents-to-be on Sunday from6  of grandparents and a tour of
to8p.m. in the Lundy Board-  the birthing center.
room in the Wesson Women Cost is $25 per couple. For
& Infants Unit at the hospital ~more information, call the
on759 Chestnut St. The Parent Education Office at
class, designed for first-time, ~ 413-794-5515, or gotobay
grandparents or as a refresher statehealth.org/parented.

taxes.”

Anyone who would like to
take advantage of the pro-
gram can learn more by visit-
ing the college website, stcc.
edu/vita or calling 413-755-
4215 for an appointment. If
accommodations for a disabil-
ity are required to participate
in this service, please let the
office know when making an
appointment. It may take up
to two weeks to accommodate
some requests.

Janet Cummings, right, STCC’s VITA site coordinator, sits
down with Linda Belton, chairwoman of office information
technologies, in a space where qualifying students and com-
munity residents can get their taxes completed for free.

It's not too late to
register for Spring
Semester Classes!

Classes Begin January 22

Take advantage of
our EXTRA HOURS &
SERVICES

The offices for Admissions,
Financial Services,
and Registrar will be
open until 7pm,
Monday-Thursday,
January 8-11.

Late Registration!
January 16-19

(located in Building 27)

Tuesday-Thursday:
8am-7pm

Friday: 8am-4pm

www.stcc.edu

Admissions

{413) 755-33.
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