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ETLA students get hands-on experience at
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~ SPRINGFIELD - Students from bowling alley, made pina bom fora [= == v : \:; 7 U
Enfield Transitional Leaming Academy pizzeria and tagged clothing at retail Ay J
got a chance to explore Springfield businesses, to name a few of their jobs.
- Technical Commumty Colleges (STCC) At STCC, the students met
mechanical engineering technology LaFrancis' husband, John LaFrancis,
labomoryudmunmw-ofthe-m a professor of mechanical engi =
machines to create fidget spinners. ieclmhlogy!{eoﬂ‘etednleaonmhowy
: B'!LA,mBnﬁeldPubthehboh the machines can cut aluminum blocks
program, serves the needs of students and*cyhndersinlothepmsthubbﬁi-
with developmental challenges between prise toy fidget spinners.
the ages of 18 and 21. Special educa- - Whllclbeydidn'ldelvelmmepto-
tion teacher Maureen LaFrancis, who gmnmin} of the machines, which is
heads the program, thought it would be taught at STCC, the students had fun
lgoodlduwexposelheyoungln mmebamofwﬁnt)ubteahm
to oomm numancal control (CNC)‘ranmIadom the mills and
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y two ~ spinners at (

who work with the students, LaFrancis “They can possibly do something >y T N - 3 -

often takes her class to area businesses hkelhilefymwuk,"MLymbﬁamis o AN o it

to get hands-on experience in a variety  said. “We want to push them out of their mm.llﬁ.amdm-umm at STCC, introguced a

:f dngducnt types of jobs. I;h.:{ have comfort zones. lt'sgoodtoexpooethem :mmwmum»zm&mumm-p

agg gzocems.cleued s ata ey Maureen LaFrancis, a teacher who heads th program. :
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