Members of the Society of Women Engineers affiliate at Springfield Technical C ity College recently. STCC is joi
colleges in a regional initiative, #MySTEMStory, to connect female community il d with professional
neering and mathematics (STEM) fields. o ¥ COLLEGE PHOTE)

SPRINGFIELD

ing forces with other area community
working in science, technology, engi-

Colleges hope #MySTEMStory will inspire

inthe only make up about 30 per-
Forum focuses malc-dommated world of cent of all STEM degrees.
STEM. Gcrddine de Beﬂy, vice
on encouragmg “Many of our of e
women enrolled in STEM programs and chief academic officer at
are lower-income or first-gen- STCC, said the networking
to enter field eration college studentswith event reflects the college's
backgrounds that simply focus on encouraging and
‘The four community don't afford them access,” ing women to excel in
colleges in Western Massa- McGinnis-Cavanaugh said.  the STEM fields.
chusemmnpenhndmg “They don't have Y “I applaud the faculty
gional effort to ingful ions to and staff at the community
femaleconunumtyoollege professional role models. We 1l for their work in
students with professional thought a networking event this i event
women working in science, uesponwnngdbenemock professor and faculty advisor  would be 2 wonderful way together,” de Berly said. “As
technology, enginceringand  ing workshop which is called t.otheS‘l’CCdupmofthe to help them make those the M,wmnm
mathematics (STEM) fields. CMySTEMStoty Organizers  engineers’ society, said #MyS- ions. The who und din STEM
Registration is now open for hope the event will helpbuild  TEMStory creates a are studying today at STCC, classrooms and related indus-
the event, which is scheduled  a network for Pioneer Valley  opportunity to connect STEM  HCC, GCC and BCCarethe  tries. We hope that #MyS-
for Oct. 24 fromSto8p.m.at  women in STEM. d and professional future of the STEM workforce. TEMStory inspires students
the University of Massachu- The inaugural gathering will "mmllbemoppommny We need to do all we can to and shows them they can
setts Center at Tower Square felmnpmldmnnand forp alsto inspire the provide the peer and profes-  pursue rewarding careers in
in downtown Springfield. next wave of STEM women sionalsupponthmw;ﬂhel'? science, technology, engineer-
The event is free, except for Iedbymechlmnl engineer by sharing their stories about  them persist and succeed mgmdmamemancs after
a$5 parking fee atthe Tower  Prasha Sarwate Dutra, aqual-  successes, chall moti- According to the U.S tion.”
Square garage. nymlnngermammufactur vation and persistence in the ntof C s Melissa Paciulli, STEM
The Society of Women ing facilityin Rhode Island.  STEM fields,” McGinnis-Ca-  Women in STEM: 2017 Up- project administrator at HCC,
Engineers affiliate at Spring-  She hosts a website and pod-  vanaugh said. “We encourage date, women filled 47 percent  said, “The vision we have for
field Technical Community  castcalled “Her STEM Story”  professional women fromany of all U.S. jobs in 2015, but #MySTEMStory is to provide
College and the STEM Starter to inspire women to pursue STEM field to join us.” held only 24 percent of STEM  a place that will bring together
Academies at STCCand the  careersin STEM. McGinnis-Cavanaugh jobs. Undergraduate degrees  STEM students, professionals
Berkshire, Greenfield and Beth McGinnis-Cavanaugh, said many of her students are evenly divided between  and academics to help sup-
Holyoke community colleges 2 physics and engineering have never met a profession-  men and women, but women SEE STEM, PAGE D5
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bring unique
chllenge'c.mdmdemsms;'ingmhwcme
opportunity to meet women who have learned
hm»mmvnguepadmystomm, Paciulli
said. Pleue)ommmulk,mghlndshmyonr
story in your STEM journey to help others.”
Alysha Putnam, STEM Special Programs
coordinator at Greenfield Community, said the
ﬁummwnmmmmmmy

m s i dzvue’ access knowl-
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we know What: #MySTEMSTORY
thatotherslikeus  When: Oct. 24,Eg'e p.m.
have goneoutand  Where: UMass Center,
done it before,” Square, Springfield
Putnam said. Cost: Free; parking at
Connie West Town Square Garage, $5
of the Berkshire Registration: Online,
Community Col-
lege STEM Starter  Story -
Academy is excit- For more info: Email
ed for the Beth McGinnis-Cavana
: dm"wm ugh at bmeginnis-cava
the co::maﬂon ]
aboutthas Paclulli at mpachlli@hec.
b ofmnmw. ;du or Alysha Putnam at
exploting STEM utnamA@gcc.mass.edu
fields in hi

education.
“Itis important, especnllymWemnMus.,
to increase access and

for women

opportunities
to go into careers in the STEM field, and every
oppommywehavenednmtonmh:glﬂght
mgfnlommmduﬁmneSTEMmdzfom
for our region,” she said.
To register, go online to tinyurl.com/MyS-

TEMStory. Hors d'oeuvres will be served and
a cash bar will be available. For more informa-
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tion,
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is-C ugh by email to
cc.edu, Paciulli by

email to mpaciulli@hcc.edu or Putnam by email
mass.edu.

to PulmmA@gcc.




