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STCC gives graduates foundatlon for future

They came to the United
States from distant lands.
Obed Otabil and Asra Afzaal
traveled from Ghana and
Pakistan, respectively.

They didn’t know each
other, but carried in their
hearts a passion for design.
After settling in Western
Massachusetts, Otabil and
Afzaal ended up enrolling in
the architecture and build-
ing technology program at
Springfield Technical Com-
munity College.

Now friends with a shared
experience, Otabil and Afzaal
accepted their degrees at
the MassMutual Center in
Springfield during STCC'’s
51st commencement on May
31. In an earlier ceremony,
they were honored with the
Architecture and Building
Technology Faculty Award,
which is given to seniors who
have demonstrated the great-
est academic characteristics,
creativity and professional
motivation to pursue a suc-
cessful career in architecture
and building technology.

Otabil and Afzaal both
found employment as archi-
tectural designers here in
Western Massachusetts and
are continuing their educa-
tion this fall at the University
of Massachusetts in Amherst.
The graduates say they are
proud to have started at
STCC.

“The program at STCC is
amazing,” Otabil said. “The
professors are amazing.”

Afzaal added, “It was
always myplantogotoa
community college first. A
community college gives you
exposure to your field. The
architecture and building
technology program was so
interesting.”

They studied under
professor Warren Hall, the
Architecture and Building
Technology Department
chair, Otabil and Afzaal
recalled how Hall would lace
his lectures with interesting
anecdotes. Hall served for
seven years on the Planning
Board in Pelham and was
Pelham'’s commissioner to

Asra Afzaal and Wamm Hall,
chair of the Architecture and

Building Technology program
at STCC.

and world view with us and
enriched our program.”
Geraldine de Berly, STCC
vice president of academic
affairs, said, “Under Profes-
sor Hall’s leadership, this
important program continues
to grow and attract a diverse

group of students. We strive
to make our students feel at
home at STCC, whether they
here in Springfield or
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my cousin, from my friends.
They were all STCC students.
I walked into the Admissions
Office at STCC to collect the
information I needed for
classes. | was admitted for
fall 2014,” said Otabil, who
now lives in Amherst.

He liked the idea of starting
his higher education journey
at a community co -

“The first day I walked on
campus, the advisors talked
to me about what classes to
take and what not to take. [
almost felt like I knew them.
Iwasn’t alone when walking
around campus, It was a great
experience,” Otabil said.

Afzaal was born in Karachi,

| the largest city in Pakistan,

and moved to West Spring-
field.

“I came to the United States
for educational opportuni-
ties,” Afzaal said. “Icame
here and started high school
as a junior. It was then |
realized this was an entirely
different world. It was not
easy to get into the culture,
but somehow [ managed and
soon started enjoying it.”

She loves to travel and
check out different designs of
buildings. “Ithink buildings
are a prominent part of any
culture and tradition. [ have
seen really old architecture
and also new architecture.

It is amazing to see how the
designs have evolved archi-
tecture,” Afzaal said.

While in her last semester
at STCC, Afzaal accepted a
jobin the desngn department
of a company in Springfield.
In the fall, she begins study-
ing in the building construc-
tion technology program at
UMass.

“It’s a very smooth tran-
sition to go from STCCto a
four-year university,” she
said. “I plan to get a master’s
degree in architecture and
keep living my dream.”

If you're interested in
applying for the architecture
and building technology
program, visit the college
website, stec.edu/apply. For
more information, call STCC
Admissions at 413-755-3333.



