SPRINGFIELD

STCC proved perfect fit

amelia Reid loved
her experience at
Gateway to College
at Springfield Tech-
nical Community
College, but she almost passed
on the program when she went

to an information session.

“Iwas under the impression that the
program was for students who dropped
out of high school,” Reid said. “But1
found out it wasn't just for dropouts.

I felt like everyone was in different
sitnations. I decided to join the pro-
gram — and it ended up exceeding my

expectations.”

“I was under the impression
that the program was for
students who dropped out of
high school, but I found out
it wasn’t just for dropouts.

I felt like everyone was

in different situations. I
decided to join the program
— and it ended up exceeding
my expectations.”

Camelia Reid

Reid, now 20, credits Gateway with
helping her prepare for success in
college. She worked hard and took ad-
vantage of the resources at Gateway to

College and at STCC.

After graduating from the program,
she enrotled in STCC’s digital media
production program. She was able to
carry over 28 college credits eamed
through Gateway. That meant Reid was
able to graduate from STCC after only
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three semesters.

After earning her associate
degree, she transferred to
Fitchburg State University,
where she’s now majoring in
communication with a minor
in professional writing.

Reid said Gateway provided
a strong support system that
extended beyond academics.

“Gateway was a really good
experience,” she said. “It’s
like a family. You can also talk
to them not just about aca-
demic issues, but about things
going on at home. WhenIam
in town, I always go and visit
them.”

Gateway to College at STCC
allows students between 16
and 20 years old who have
dropped out of high school or
who are not on track to grad-
uate to earn their high school
diploma and receive college
credit in a supportive environ-
ment. It’s also a scholarship

program that pays for books
and college tuition.

Through the program, stu-
dents living in Springfield can
obtain a high school diploma
and earn college credits at the
same time. Many Gateway
students go on to finish cer-
tificate programs, associate
degrees and transfer to four-
year colleges.

STCC President John B.
Cook said the Gateway to
College program at STCC is
a life-changing experience
for many students who might
have otherwise fallen through
the cracks.

“We’ve seen countless
success stories out of Gateway
to College at STCC since we
started the program in 2013,”
Cook said. “We are so proud
of these talented students,
and I am grateful for cur
collaboration with Springfield
Public Schools on this unique
opportunity.”

Born in Jamaica, Reid grew
up in Springfield. After her
mother passed away when she

Camelia Reid, former Gateway to College student and STCC graduate, is
king her bachelor’s degree from Fitchburg State University.

“When she started the program, she seemed quiet, reserved and unsure
of herself. I feel like the program really helped her grow as a student,
be ready for college and come out of her shell in a way that allowed her
to pursue communications and media as her interest.”

Anita Gallers, academic counselor at Gateway

was § years old, Reid went to
live with her aunt. Reid ended
up applying to Gateway on the
advice of a family friend when
she was 16. Her aunt thought
she’d be more successful at
Gateway than at the public
high school.

But Reid said she left the
initial Gateway information
session thinking the program
would not be a good fit either.
Fortunately, she changed her
mind and decided to follow
through.

“People should definite-
ly give Gateway a shot,”

Reid said. “It’s a really good
opportunity. ’m glad that I
went back that second time
instead of thinking Gateway
wasn’t for me. It really put me

ahead.”

At Gateway, she enjoyed
meeting classmates from dif-
ferent backgrounds. She liked
the one-on-one interaction
with faculty and staff, which
she said is critical for students
who have faced hardships.

“They make you feel
comfortable, and you want
to talk with them,” she said.
“There are kids with family
issues, and you can tatk to the
staff like they’re your mom or
aunt.”

Gateway to College director
Jennifer Sanchez described
Reid as pleasant, easy-going
and responsible.

“She was a smart girl who
really enjoyed learning,” San-
chez said. “Her determination

was very inspiring to me.”
Anita Gallers, academic
counselor at Gateway, worked
closely with Reid when she
was a student in the program,
“When she started the
program, she seemed qui-
et, reserved and unsure of
herself. I feel like the program
really helped her grow asa
student, be ready for college
and come out of her shell
in a way that allowed her to
pursue communications and
media as her interest,” Gallers
said. “The fact that we were
here to support her through
the end of high school and get
her started in college I think
gave her the confidence to
pursue what she really wanted
to pursue.”



