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STCC students f'hd ‘inspiration among women engineers

Student Darya Bandarchuk was
nearly 2,000 miles from Springfield
Technical Community College, but she
felt at home at the Society of Women
Engineers Annual Conference.

Ms. Bandarchuk, of West Spring-
field, was one of eight STCC students
who traveled to Austin, Texas, for the
SWE, where they joined 14,000 attend-
ces, including college students, aca-
demic women and professional women.
Ms. Bandarchuk said she loved the op-

portunity to meet women who are inter-

ested in engineering.

“It was great,” she said. “It was my
second time going to-a SWE confer-
ence. There are not a lot of events like
the SWE conference. You get com-
pletely immersed in engineering, You
get to go to a career fair, which is a
great opportunity.™

The conference, which was held in
October, is billed as the world’s largest
conference and career fair for women
in engineering and technology. STCC
prepares students for careers in the
'STEM fields — science, technology, en-
gineering and mathematics.

Another computer science student
who attended, Clair Yiting Gu, of
;Spnngﬁeld, said the conference was
“awesome.”

“You see a lot of women engineers
there,” she said. “You feel like you are
not alone. It’s very exciting.”

Beth McGinnis-Cavanaugh, profes-
sor of physics and engineering at STCC
and the SWE faculty advisor, helped
raise money to bring a contingent of stu-
dents and three faculty and staff to the
conference. She said STCC was better
nepmented than any other community
college in the country.
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ber Isabel Huff presented on gender
stereotypes that can hold women back
from pursuing careers in STEM.

“They're exposed to students from all
over the country, mainly from four-year
schools,” Ms. McGinnis-Cavanaugh
said of STCC’s contingent. “They’re
also exposed to a lot of professional
women and professionals who are there
recruiting. They have a huge career fair.
They do on-site interviews and resume
reviews. For our students, it’s great ex-
posure. They don’t genetally have these
kinds of opportunities.”

While the employers were mainly
looking to hire students graduating with
four-year degrees, STCC students re-
ceived a tremendous opportunity to
practice interview skills, obtain feed- |
back on their resumes and chat with
professionals in the field, Ms. McGinnis-
Cavanaugh said. As engineering is still a
field dominated by men, most companies
are secking a more diverse workforce
and are eager to hire qualified women.

“It was an unbelievable event, and it
was great that the college supported
their trip,” Ms. McGinnis-Cavanaugh
said. “We had at least one student who
had never been on a plane before. To
have an opportunity to visit a city like
Austin, which is a real tech hub, and
then be with 14,000 women who are in
STEM, is pretty incredible.”

Ifin interested in applying to an engi-
neering (or other program) at STCC
visit www.stcc.edu/apply or call Admis-
sions at (413) 755-3333.




