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'I showed them' 
Single mother of 3 overcomes obstacles, graduates from STCC 

Saithe Winspeare grew up thinking she would 
never go to college. 

"I'm dyslexic, so my whole life I was told college 
was something I couldn't do," said Winspeare, of 
Springfield. 

She proved them wrong. 

On May 30, Winspeare wore a cap and gown and 
participated in Springfield Technical Community 
College's commencement exercises, picking up 
an associate degree in criminal justice. She not 
only graduated from college - she earned her 
degree with honors for maintaining good grades. 

"My daughters were my motivation," Winspeare 
said. "I wanted a better life for both my girls. 
When you're told you have a learning disability, 
people tell you you're not smart enough to do 
college. But I did it. I showed them I could go to 
college and graduate with honors." 

But like many STCC students, her journey was 
not an easy one. When Winspeare started at 
STCC in 2016, she was a single mother of two 
children and a domestic violence survivor. She 
saw STCC as place that could transform her life 
and create a pathway to a brighter future for her 
children. 

Already taking classes, Winspeare moved in to an 
apartment in Springfield, but she didn't have the 
money to furnish it. One of her criminal justice 

instructors, Huguette Williams, discovered that 
Winspeare was sleeping on the floor. 

"She was in a domestic violence situation and 
was living outside of the area," Williams said. 
"Once she came back to Springfield, she had 
nothing. She was a young mother sleeping on the 
floor in the middle of the city and no one knew. I 
thought, this cannot 
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Saithe Winspeare, of Springfield, holds her infant 
son on the campus green at STCC. 
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