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Yanira Aviles becomes STCC student trustee 
SPRINGFIELD - Yanira Aviles 

recalled feeling overwhelmed with emo
tion when she found out her fellow stu
dents elected her to serve as Springfield 
Technical Community College's (STCC) 
newest student trustee. 

"I cried." the Springfield resident 
said. "My hard work paid off.'' 

As a voting member of the Board of 
Trustees, Aviles will have the opponuni
ty to work with President John 8. Cook 
and weigh in on long-range planning 
and fiscal oversight at STCC. She will 
meet regularly with 10 other trustees 
that were appointed by the governor. 
Her one-year term started in July. 

Aviles is not taking the rcsponsibil-

"l came from the bo1tom. I 
didn't come here with some
body patting me on the back. 
I didn't come with scholar
ships. I came with what I had, 
and I didn't have anything." 

ity lightly. She sees herself 
as an advocate for students 
who come from a background 
like hers. They might be the 
first in their family to go to 
college. They might have 
thought higher education was 
not for them because they 
couldn't afford it or because 
someone told them they're 
not "college material." 

She hopes to show them 
STCC represents an afford-

Yanira Aviles 

Originally from Puerto 
Rico, Aviles received her 
commercial driver's license 
and took a job as a long
haul truck driver. She had 
been driving 18-wheclers for 

able option that paves the way to a suc
cessful career. Aviles is on a mission 10

inspire students who have faced barriers. 
"I'm trying to help them:· she said. 

over a dozen years when she 
decided to come 10 STCC in her mid-
30s for Adult Basic Education Services. 
She took courses to prepare for the 
HiSET. or high school equivalency test. 

As a single mother with five children, 
she wanted to find a better life. 

"Driving a truck wasn't ideal for 
me and my kids. It wasn't something I 
wanted 10 do anymore," Aviles said. "I 
wanted to be able to maintain my family 
on my own and have a stable income" 

Having passed her HiSET exam 
in 2016, Aviles enrolled in the liberal 
arts/general studies degree program at 
STCC. 

One of her professors at STCC, 
Theresa Shea, described Aviles as "a 
highly motivated student from day one." 

"Yanira exhibits leadership quali-

See AVILES page 4 
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